
“Suddenly I realized, horrified, that Darry was crying.  He didn’t make a sound, but tears were running 

down his cheeks.”  page 98 

Seeing Darry cry really changes their relationship.   Ponyboy sees Darry in a new 

light and realizes that his brother was capable of being scared and unsure just 

like he was.  When he realizes that Darry isn’t just cold, hard, and mean, Ponyboy 

is able to relate to his brother and see him as a real person with real feelings.    

“What kind of world is it where all I have to be proud of  is a reputation for being a hood and greasy hair?  I don’t 

want to be a hood, but even if I don’t steal things and mug people and get boozed up, I’m marked lousy.” page 132 

When he’s stuck hiding out at the church in Windrixville, Ponyboy thinks about his situation 

and feels stuck.  He is frustrated that he and the greasers are judged because of where they 

are from and how they dress, not who they are as people.  Ponyboy wants to be seen for 

who he is and not just as a poor kid from the wrong side of town.  This struggle with identity 

is a major theme of the book.  

“’Stay gold, Ponyboy, stay gold…’ The pillow seemed to sink a little bit and Johnny died.” page 148 

Johnny is reminding Ponyboy of the poem he recited in the church, “Nothing Gold Can Stay.”  

Johnny wants Ponyboy to know that he can stay gold, that he doesn’t have to change who he 

is in order to fit in.  Johnny worries that Ponyboy is going to get hard and tough like Dally and 

some of the other greasers and he doesn’t want that for him.  Johnny’s final wish is for his best 

friend to be true to himself and have hope for the future. 


