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Find 6666 books you would like 
to read for book club.  

• The books are divided roughly into two genres: 

• Science Fiction/Fantasy and Realistic Fiction

• You must choose 6 books.  

• Do not choose books you’ve already read.

• Do not choose second or third books in the series unless you’ve read 
the books that came before.

Have an open mind!



12/12/2014

2

Science Fiction & Fantasy

Skeleton Creek Skeleton Creek Skeleton Creek Skeleton Creek 
(Book 1)(Book 1)(Book 1)(Book 1)

The chilling conclusion in the innovative 
series from bestselling author Patrick 
Carman.

Strange things are happening in Skeleton 
Creek...and Ryan and Sarah are trying to find 
out why. Ryan writes down everything in his 
journal, and Sarah records everything on her 
videocam. The two move deeper into the 
mystery they've uncovered, determined to 
discover the secrets buried in Skeleton Creek, 
in the conclusion to Patrick Carman's thrilling 
series.

In this groundbreaking format, the story is 
broken into two parts -- Ryan's text in the 
book, and Sarah's videos on a special 
website, with links and passwords given 
throughout the book.

144 pages
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Ghost in the MachineGhost in the MachineGhost in the MachineGhost in the Machine
(Book 2)(Book 2)(Book 2)(Book 2)
The chilling conclusion in the innovative series 
from bestselling author Patrick Carman.

Strange things are happening in Skeleton 
Creek...and Ryan and Sarah are trying to find out 
why. Ryan writes down everything in his journal, 
and Sarah records everything on her videocam. 
The two move deeper into the mystery they've 
uncovered, determined to discover the secrets 
buried in Skeleton Creek, in the conclusion to 
Patrick Carman's thrilling series.

208 pages  Lexile 820

Grimm LegacyGrimm LegacyGrimm LegacyGrimm Legacy
Elizabeth has just started working as a page 
at the New York Circulating Material 
Repository - a lending library of objects, 
contemporary and historical, common and 
obscure. And secret, too - for in the 
repository's basement lies the Grimm 
Collection, a room of magical items straight 
from the Grimm Brother's fairy tales. But the 
magic mirrors and seven-league boots and 
other items are starting to disappear. And 
before she knows it, she and her fellow 
pages - handsome Marc, perfect Anjali, and 
brooding Aaron - are suddenly caught up in 
an exciting, and dangerous, magical 
adventure.

336 pages  600 Lexile
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The Darkest PathThe Darkest PathThe Darkest PathThe Darkest Path
A civil war rages between the Glorious Path--
a militant religion based on the teachings of 
a former US soldier--and what's left of the US 
government. Fifteen-year-old Callum Roe 
and his younger brother, James, were 
captured and forced to convert six years ago. 
Cal has been working in the Path's dog 
kennels, and is very close to becoming one of 
the Path's deadliest secret agents. Then Cal 
befriends a stray dog named Bear and kills a 
commander who wants to train him to be a 
vicious attack dog. This sends Cal and Bear 
on the run, and sets in motion a series of 
incredible events that will test Cal's loyalties 
and end in a fierce battle that the fate of the 
entire country rests on.

336 pages  810 Lexile

NERDSNERDSNERDSNERDS
NERDS combines all the excitement of 
international espionage with all the 
awkwardness of elementary school, and the 
results are hilarious. A group of unpopular 
fifth graders run a spy network from inside 
their school. With the help of cutting-edge 
science, they transform their nerdy qualities 
into incredible abilities! Their enemies? An 
array of James Bond–style villains, each with 
an evil plan more diabolical and more 
ridiculous than the last. Publishers Weekly
raved: “Buckley has a flair for exaggerated 
humor.” School Library Journal said: “Funny, 
clever, and thoroughly entertaining.”

352 pages
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Notes from a Totally Notes from a Totally Notes from a Totally Notes from a Totally 
Lame VampireLame VampireLame VampireLame Vampire
Nigel Mullet isn't your typical teenager . . . he's 
a vampire. But unfortunately, when Nigel 
transformed he didn't become all broody and 
interesting, and as for super strength and speed 
. . . well, forget it! Instead he's got acne, a voice 
that squeaks, a tendency to break out in a rash 
(not sparkles!) when exposed to the sun, and 
absolutely no idea how to talk to girls. 

When a beautiful new girl moves into the 
neighborhood, Nigel is determined to win her 
heart but first he's got to figure out how. In the 
meantime, he writes about her in his diary and 
composes really bad love poetry that he will 
recite to her one day, if he can work up the 
courage to tell her the truth. Can Nigel win the 
girl and the respect of his family--or is he 
destined to be a totally lame vampire forever?

336 pages  1030 Lexile

Among the HiddenAmong the HiddenAmong the HiddenAmong the Hidden
Luke has never been to school. He's never 
had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's 
house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has 
never had a friend. 
Luke is one of the shadow children, a third 
child forbidden by the Population Police. He's 
lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a 
new housing development replacing the 
woods next to his family's farm, he is no 
longer even allowed to go outside. 
Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the 
window of a house where he knows two 
other children already live. Finally, he's met a 
shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk 
everything to come out of the shadows --
does Luke dare to become involved in her 
dangerous plan? Can he afford not to?

153 pages  - 800 Lexile
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Tuck EverlastingTuck EverlastingTuck EverlastingTuck Everlasting
Doomed to—or blessed with—eternal life 
after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck 
family wanders about trying to live as 
inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. 
When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles 
on their secret, the Tucks take her home and 
explain why living forever at one age is less a 
blessing that it might seem. Complications 
arise when Winnie is followed by a stranger 
who wants to market the spring water for a 
fortune.

160 pages  770 lexile

PinoculaPinoculaPinoculaPinocula: The Creature : The Creature : The Creature : The Creature 
from my Closetfrom my Closetfrom my Closetfrom my Closet
For Rob Burnside, things are going pretty 
well. His friends are behaving, school isn’t 
too bad, his family’s getting along, and Janae, 
the girl of his dreams, occasionally notices 
him. Yep, life’s okay—until the lying starts.

Meet Pinocula, the new creature from Rob’s 
closet. He is a liar and a jokester and is 
determined to drive Rob crazy. Obert Skye 
doesn’t let his fans down in this hilarious 
installment in The Creature from My Closet 
series, which started with Wonkenstein and 
Potterwookiee.

240 pages  740 Lexile
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The Red PyramidThe Red PyramidThe Red PyramidThe Red Pyramid
Since their mother's death, Carter and Sadie 
have become near strangers. While Sadie has 
lived with her grandparents in London, her 
brother has traveled the world with their father, 
the brilliant Egyptologist, Dr. Julius Kane. 

One night, Dr. Kane brings the siblings together 
for a "research experiment" at the British 
Museum, where he hopes to set things right for 
his family. Instead, he unleashes the Egyptian 
god Set, who banishes him to oblivion and 
forces the children to flee for their lives.

Soon, Sadie and Carter discover that the gods of 
Egypt are waking, and the worst of them--Set 
has his sights on the Kanes. To stop him, the 
siblings embark on a dangerous journey across 
the globe -- a quest that brings them ever closer 
to the truth about their family, and their links to 
a secret order that has existed since the time of 
the pharaohs

544 pages   650 Lexile

The The The The UnwantedsUnwantedsUnwantedsUnwanteds
When Alex finds out he is Unwanted, he 
expects to die. That is the way of the people of 
Quill. Each year, all the thirteen-year-olds are 
labeled as Wanted, Necessary, or Unwanted. 
Wanteds get more schooling and train to join 
the Quillitary. Necessaries keep the farms 
running. Unwanteds are set for elimination.
It’s hard for Alex to leave behind his twin, 
Aaron, a Wanted, but he makes peace with his 
fate—until he discovers that instead of a 
“death farm,” what awaits him is a magical 
place called Artimé. There, Alex and his fellow 
Unwanteds are encouraged to cultivate their 
creative abilities and use them magically. 
Everything Alex has ever known changes 
before his eyes, and it’s a wondrous 
transformation.
But it’s a rare, unique occurrence for twins to 
be divided between Wanted and Unwanted, 
and as Alex and Aaron’s bond stretches across 
their separation, a threat arises for the survival 
of Artimé that will pit brother against brother 
in an ultimate magical battle.

400 pages  880 Lexile
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The Book ThiefThe Book ThiefThe Book ThiefThe Book Thief
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding 
its breath. Death has never been busier, and will 
become busier still.

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of 
Munich, who scratches out a meager existence 
for herself by stealing when she encounters 
something she can’t resist–books. With the help 
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns 
to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with 
the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

In superbly crafted writing that burns with 
intensity, award-winning author Markus Zusak, 
author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one 
of the most enduring stories of our time.

560 pages  730 Lexile

City of BonesCity of BonesCity of BonesCity of Bones
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the 
Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly 
expects to witness a murder—much less a murder 
committed by three teenagers covered with strange 
tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the 
body disappears into thin air. It’s hard to call the 
police when the murderers are invisible to everyone 
else and when there is nothing—not even a smear of 
blood—to show that a boy has died. Or was he a 
boy?

This is Clary’s first meeting with the Shadowhunters, 
warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of demons. 
It’s also her first encounter with Jace, a 
Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel and 
acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours Clary 
is pulled into Jace’s world with a vengeance, when 
her mother disappears and Clary herself is attacked 
by a demon. But why would demons be interested in 
ordinary mundanes like Clary and her mother? And 
how did Clary suddenly get the Sight? The 
Shadowhunters would like to know...

Exotic and gritty, exhilarating and utterly gripping, 
Cassandra Clare’s ferociously entertaining fantasy 
takes readers on a wild ride that they will never want 
to end.

496 pages   760 Lexile
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InsigniaInsigniaInsigniaInsignia
"Insignia expertly combines humor with a 
disarming and highly realistic view of the future. 
The characters are real, funny, and memorable. 
You won't be able to put this book down."—
Veronica Roth, #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of Divergent and Insurgent

The earth is in the middle of WWIII in Insignia, 
the first entry in S. J. Kincaid's fast-paced sci-fi 
adventure trilogy perfect for fans of Ender's 
Game.

The planet's natural resources are almost gone, 
and war is being fought to control the assets of 
the solar system. The enemy is winning. The 
salvation may be Tom Raines. Tom doesn't seem 
like a hero. He's a short fourteen-year-old with 
bad skin. But he has the virtual-reality gaming 
skills that make him a phenom behind the 
controls of the battle drones.

As a new member of the Intrasolar Forces, 
Tom's life completely changes. Suddenly, he's 
someone important. He has new opportunities, 
friends, and a shot at having a girlfriend. But 
there's a price to pay. . . .

450 pages  750 Lexile

For Darkness Shows For Darkness Shows For Darkness Shows For Darkness Shows 
the Starsthe Starsthe Starsthe Stars

Fans of Divergent will love Diana Peterfreund’s
take on Jane Austen’s Persuasion set in a post-
apocalyptic world.

In the dystopian future of For Darkness Shows the 
Stars, a genetic experiment has devastated 
humanity. In the aftermath, a new class system 
placed anti-technology Luddites in absolute power 
over vast estates—and any survivors living there.

Elliot North is a dutiful Luddite and a dutiful 
daughter who runs her father’s estate. When the 
boy she loved, Kai, a servant, asked her to run 
away with him four years ago, she refused, 
although it broke her heart.

Now Kai is back. And while Elliot longs for a 
second chance with her first love, she knows it 
could mean betraying everything she’s been raised 
to believe is right.

For Darkness Shows the Stars is a breathtaking YA 
romance about opening your mind to the future 
and your heart to the one person you know can 
break it.

408 pages  770 Lexile
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Tale of Tale of Tale of Tale of DesperauxDesperauxDesperauxDesperaux
Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a 
mouse who is in love with music, stories, and 
a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a 
rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness 
and covets a world filled with light. And it is 
the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted 
serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible 
wish. These three characters are about to 
embark on a journey that will lead them 
down into a horrible dungeon, up into a 
glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each 
other's lives. What happens then? As Kate 
DiCamillo would say: Reader, it is your 
destiny to find out. 

272 pages  670 Lexile

9999thththth Grade Slays Grade Slays Grade Slays Grade Slays 
(Book 2)(Book 2)(Book 2)(Book 2)
Freshman year stinks for Vlad Tod. Bullies still 
harass him. The photographer from the 
school newspaper is tailing him. And failing 
his studies could be deadly. A trip to Siberia 
gives ?study abroad? a whole new meaning 
as Vlad connects with other vampires and 
advances his mind-control abilities, but will 
he return home with the skills to recognize a 
vampire slayer when he sees one? In this 
thrilling sequel to Eighth Grade Bites, Vlad
must confront the secrets of the past and 
battle forces that once again threaten his life.

288 pages 780 Lexile
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StormbreakerStormbreakerStormbreakerStormbreaker
Readers will cheer for Alex Rider, the 14-year-old 
hero of British author Horowitz's spy thriller (the first 
in a projected series). When his guardian and uncle, 
Ian, is mysteriously killed, Alex discovers that his 
uncle was not the bank vice-president he purported 
to be, but rather a spy for the British government. 
Now the government wants Alex to take over his 
uncle's mission: investigating Sayle Enterprises, the 
makers of a revolutionary computer called 
Stormbreaker. The company's head plans to donate 
one to every secondary school in England, but his 
dealings with unfriendly countries and Ian Rider's 
murder have brought him under suspicion. Posing as 
a teenage computer whiz who's won a Stormbreaker
promotional contest, Alex enters the factory and 
immediately finds clues from his uncle. Satirical 
names abound (e.g., Mr. Grin, Mr. Sayle's brutish 
butler, is so named for the scars he received from a 
circus knife-throwing act gone wrong) and the hard-
boiled language is equally outrageous ("It was a soft 
gray night with a half-moon forming a perfect D in 
the sky. D for what, Alex wondered. Danger? 
Discovery? Or disaster?"). These exaggerations only 
add to the fun, as do the creative gadgets that Alex 
uses, including a metal-munching cream described as 
"Zit-Clean. For Healthier Skin." The ultimate mystery 
may be a bit of a letdown, but that won't stop 
readers from racing through Alex's adventures, from 
a high-speed bike chase to a death-defying dance 
with a Portuguese man-of-war. The audience will stay 
tuned for his next assignment, Point Blanc

288 pages

Warriors into the WildWarriors into the WildWarriors into the WildWarriors into the Wild
Join the legion of fans who have made Erin 
Hunter's Warriors series a #1 national 
bestseller! Epic adventures. Fierce Warrior 
cats. A thrilling fantasy world. It all begins 
here with Warriors #1: Into the Wild.

For generations, four Clans of wild cats have 
shared the forest according to the laws laid 
down by their ancestors. But the warrior 
code is threatened, and the ThunderClan cats 
are in grave danger. The sinister ShadowClan
grows stronger every day. Noble warriors are 
dying—and some deaths are more 
mysterious than others.

In the midst of this turmoil appears an 
ordinary housecat named Rusty . . . who may 
turn out to be the bravest warrior of them 
all.

288 pages  790 Lexile
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Eleventh PlagueEleventh PlagueEleventh PlagueEleventh Plague
In the aftermath of a war, America’s 
landscape has been ravaged and two-thirds 
of the population left dead from a vicious 
strain of influenza. Fifteen-year-old Stephen 
Quinn and his family were among the few 
that survived and became salvagers, roaming 
the country in search of material to trade. 
But when Stephen’s grandfather dies and his 
father falls into a coma after an accident, 
Stephen finds his way to Settler’s Landing, a 
community that seems too good to be true. 
Then Stephen meets strong, defiant, 
mischievous Jenny, who refuses to accept 
things as they are. And when they play a 
prank that goes horribly wrong, chaos 
erupts, and they find themselves in the midst 
of a battle that will change Settler’s Landing--
and their lives--forever.

288 pages  790 Lexile

LegendLegendLegendLegend
What was once the western United States is 
now home to the Republic, a nation 
perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born 
into an elite family in one of the Republic's 
wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a 
prodigy being groomed for success in the 
Republic's highest military circles. Born into 
the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the 
country's most wanted criminal. But his 
motives may not be as malicious as they 
seem.

From very different worlds, June and Day 
have no reason to cross paths - until the day 
June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day 
becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the 
ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a 
race for his family's survival, while June seeks 
to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking 
turn of events, the two uncover the truth of 
what has really brought them together, and 
the sinister lengths their country will go to 
keep its secrets.

308 pages  710 Lexile
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Avalon HighAvalon HighAvalon HighAvalon High

Avalon High, I was starting to think, might not be 
so bad after all.

Maybe it's not where Ellie wants to be, but if you 
have to start at a new school, Avalon High is 
typical enough: There's Lance, the jock. Jennifer, 
the cheerleader. And Will, senior class president, 
quarterback, and all-around good guy.

But not everyone at Avalon High is who they 
appear to be . . . not even, as Ellie is about to 
discover, herself. As a bizarre drama begins to 
unfold, Ellie has to wonder, what part does she 
play in all this? Do the coincidences she's piecing 
together really mean—as in King Arthur's 
court—that tragedy is fast approaching for her 
new friends?

Ellie doesn't know if she can do anything to stop 
the coming trouble. But somehow, she knows 
she has to try.

320 pages

House of the ScorpionHouse of the ScorpionHouse of the ScorpionHouse of the Scorpion
Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was 
harvested.
His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a country 
called Opium--a strip of poppy fields lying 
between the United States and what was once 
called Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided 
inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the 
womb of a cow, where he continued the 
miraculous journey from embryo to fetus to 
baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a 
monster--except for El Patrón. El Patrón loves 
Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is 
himself.

As Matt struggles to understand his existence, 
he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, 
including El Patrón's power-hungry family, and 
he is surrounded by a dangerous army of 
bodyguards. Escape is the only chance Matt has 
to survive. But escape from the Alacrán Estate is 
no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is 
marked by his difference in ways he doesn't 
even suspect.

400 pages  Lexile 660
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The Maze RunnerThe Maze RunnerThe Maze RunnerThe Maze Runner
Thomas wakes up in an elevator, remembering 
nothing but his own name. He emerges into a 
world of about 60 teen boys who have learned to 
survive in a completely enclosed environment, 
subsisting on their own agriculture and supplies 
from below. A new boy arrives every 30 days. The 
original group has been in "the glade" for two 
years, trying to find a way to escape through a 
maze that surrounds their living space. They have 
begun to give up hope. Then a comatose girl 
arrives with a strange note, and their world begins 
to change. There are some great, fast-paced action 
scenes, particularly those involving the 
nightmarish Grievers who plague the boys. 
Thomas is a likable protagonist who uses the 
information available to him and his relationships 
(including his ties to the girl, Teresa) to lead the 
Gladers. Unfortunately, the question of whether 
the teens will escape the maze is answered 30 
pages before the book ends, and the intervening 
chapter loses momentum. The epilogue, which 
would be deliciously creepy coming immediately 
after the plot resolves, fails to pack a punch as a 
result. That said, The Maze Runner has a great 
hook, and fans of dystopian literature, particularly 
older fans of Jeanne DuPrau's The City of Ember
(Random, 2003), will likely enjoy this title and ask 
for the inevitable sequel

384 pages   770 Lexile

The The The The RithmatistRithmatistRithmatistRithmatist
More than anything, Joel wants to be a 
Rithmatist. Rithmatists have the power to 
infuse life into two-dimensional figures 
known as Chalklings. Rithmatists are 
humanity’s only defense against the Wild 
Chalklings. Having nearly overrun the 
territory of Nebrask, the Wild Chalklings now 
threaten all of the American Isles. 

As the son of a lowly chalkmaker at Armedius
Academy, Joel can only watch as Rithmatist
students learn the magical art that he would 
do anything to practice. Then students start 
disappearing—kidnapped from their rooms 
at night, leaving trails of blood. Assigned to 
help the professor who is investigating the 
crimes, Joel and his friend Melody find 
themselves on the trail of an unexpected 
discovery—one that will change Rithmatics—
and their world—forever.

384 pages  680 Lexile
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The CrossbonesThe CrossbonesThe CrossbonesThe Crossbones
(Book 3)(Book 3)(Book 3)(Book 3)
Part text, part video, all chills and thrills -- Patrick 
Carman's Skeleton Creek returns!

Strange things happen in Skeleton Creek…and 
when they do, Ryan writes them down and Sarah 
captures them on video. Now, the spookiness is 
spreading, and the mystery is going to take them 
far beyond Skeleton Creek-into places both 
unexpectedly sinister and spine-chillingly 
haunted.

Patrick Carman broke new ground for publishing 
with the first two Skeleton Creek stories, creating 
the most successful hybrid of text and web video 
yet. Now he ups the ante even further, taking the 
suspense to new places, and taking his legions of 
readers with him.

224 pages 830 lexile

8888thththth Grade Bites Grade Bites Grade Bites Grade Bites 
(Book 1)(Book 1)(Book 1)(Book 1)
Vlad has to keep his vampire urges under 
control while dealing with the pressures of 
middle school.Thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod
really hates junior high. Bullies harass him, 
the principal is dogging him, and the girl he 
likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad has 
a secret: His mother was human, but his 
father was a vampire. With no idea of the 
extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily 
with his blood cravings and his enlarged 
fangs. When a substitute teacher begins to 
question him a little too closely, Vlad worries 
that his cover is about to be blown. But then 
he faces a much bigger problem: He’s being 
hunted by a vampire killer.

182 pages   780 Lexile
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The Day My Butt Went The Day My Butt Went The Day My Butt Went The Day My Butt Went 
PsychoPsychoPsychoPsycho
A story that you and your butt will never forget!
Join Zack on his epic journey across the Great 
Windy Desert and through the Brown Forest, to 
reclaim his runaway butt.
(Based on a true story.)

Zack Freeman is ready to tell his story...the story of 
a brave young boy and his crazy runaway butt. The 
story of a crack butt-fighting unit called the B-
team, a legendary Butt Hunter's formidable 
daughter, and some of the ugliest and meanest 
butts ever to roam the face of the Earth. A story of 
endurance that takes Zack on an epic journey 
across the Great Windy Desert, through the Brown 
Forest, and over the Sea of Butts before 
descending into the heart of an explosive buttcano
to confront the biggest, ugliest, and meanest butt 
of them all!

It's a story you and your butt will never forget!

240 pages   600 Lexile

Realistic Fiction
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WonderWonderWonderWonder
I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're 
thinking, it's probably worse. 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference 
that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher 
Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as 
an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get 
past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 
New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas 
Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s
point of view, but soon switches to include his 
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. 
These perspectives converge in a portrait of one 
community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, 
and acceptance. 

"Wonder is the best kids' book of the year," said 
Emily Bazelon, senior editor at Slate.com and author 
of Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture of 
Bullying and Rediscovering the Power of Character 
and Empathy. In a world where bullying among 
young people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new 
narrative full of heart and hope. R.J. Palacio has 
called her debut novel “a meditation on kindness” —
indeed, every reader will come away with a greater 
appreciation for the simple courage of friendship. 
Auggie is a hero to root for, a diamond in the rough 
who proves that you can’t blend in when you were 
born to stand out. 

316 pages  790 Lexile

QB1QB1QB1QB1
Jake Cullen is a freshman quarterback playing 
high school football in Texas, the high-pressure 
land of Friday Night Lights. He is also the 
brother of Wyatt Cullen, who quarterbacked his 
team to the Texas State Championship last 
season--not to mention the son of former NFL 
quarterback and local legend, Troy Cullen. To be 
a Cullen in Texas is to be football royalty . . . 
which leaves 14-year-old Jake in a Texas-sized 
shadow. Being a good teammate comes 
naturally to Jake; being a winner and a celebrity 
does not. Jake may be a Cullen, and he may play 
quarterback, but he is not his brother or his 
father. He's just like every other kid: fighting for 
every ounce of respect, awkward around a 
pretty girl, in awe of his famous family, and 
desparate to simultaneously blend in and cast 
his own shadow. Inspired by the real-life 
Manning family of quarterbacks and set amid 
the football-crazy culture of Texas, QB 1 is a 
coming-of-age story perfect for the fan of 
MILLION-DOLLAR THROW and HEAT.

264 pages   990 Lexile
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The Honest Truth
In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. 
He's got a dog named Beau and a best friend, 
Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku 
poems in his notebook. He dreams of climbing a 
mountain one day.

But in one important way, Mark is not like other 
kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick that 
means hospitals. And treatments. The kind of 
sick some people never get better from.

So Mark runs away. He leaves home with his 
camera, his notebook, his dog, and a plan to 
reach the top of Mount Rainier--even if it's the 
last thing he ever does.

The Honest Truth is a rare and extraordinary 
novel about big questions, small moments, and 
one incredible journey.

240 pages       550 Lexile

The Rookie Bookie
New kid Mitch Sloan wants to fit in, but his 
nerdy love of statistics and making money 
isn't winning him any friends in his sports-
loving town--until he finds the perfect way to 
attain instant popularity. But running a 
football betting ring at school eventually 
turns sour, and Mitch loses the only real 
friend he's made. He'll have to win her back 
by using his brainpower for good and helping 
the school football team achieve victory--
if they'll listen to the advice of a former 
bookie!

272 pages                  680 Lexile
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Smart Girls Get What Smart Girls Get What Smart Girls Get What Smart Girls Get What 
They WantThey WantThey WantThey Want

Gigi, Bea, and Neerja are best friends and total 
overachievers. Even if they aren't the most 
popular girls in school, they aren't too worried. 
After all, real life will begin once they get to 
their Ivy League colleges. But when an 
unexpected event proves they're missing out on 
the full high-school experience, it's time to come 
out of the honors lounge and into the spotlight. 
The trio makes a pact: They will each take on 
their greatest challenge and totally rock it.

Gigi decides to run for student rep, but she'll 
have to get over her fear of public speaking—
and go head-to-head with gorgeous California 
Will. Bea used to be one of the best skiers 
around, until she was derailed; it could be time 
for her to take the plunge again. And Neerja
loves the drama club but has always stayed 
behind the scenes—until now. 

These friends are determined to show the world 
that smart girls really can get what they want—
but that might mean getting way more attention 
than they ever bargained for. . . .

348 pages   820 Lexile

13 Gifts13 Gifts13 Gifts13 Gifts

Wendy Mass turns to another magical 
birthday: 13! When Tara, a self-proclaimed 
shrinking violet, steals the school mascot, a 
goat, in order to make some friends with the 
popular crowd and gets caught, she gets herself 
in a heap of trouble. In addition, her parents 
decide that instead of taking her on their 
summer trip to Madagascar to study the 
courtship rituals of the Bamboo Lemur, she 
must go stay with her aunt, uncle, and bratty 
cousin Emily St. Claire in Willow Falls. 

Tara thinks it's a good time to start over; she'll 
be turning 13 after all, so she might as well 
make the best of it and perhaps even attempt to 
break out of her shell (in a non-criminal 
manner). What Tara doesn't know is that this 
charmed town has something big in store for 
her on her 13th birthday. It's not a typical 
birthday. But then again, nothing is Willow Falls 
is exactly typical!

352 pages  720 Lexile
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TwelveTwelveTwelveTwelve
Eleven was big. Winnie got a new best friend, 
and a new worst friend. But twelve is going 
to be huge. Last year everyone else changed, 
but now it’s Winnie’s turn to “develop.” Ack! 
Twelve is going to be a big year for Winnie, 
she just knows it. After all, she’s one step 
closer to being a teenager, but there’s just so 
much to deal with: pierced ears, sleepaway
camp, junior high. . . .Can Winnie handle the 
pressure? And most important, can she 
handle bra shopping with Mom—in public?

208 pages   640 Lexile

A Mango Shaped SpaceA Mango Shaped SpaceA Mango Shaped SpaceA Mango Shaped Space
Mia, 13, has always seen colors in sounds, numbers, and 
letters, a fact she has kept secret since the day she 
discovered that other people don't have this ability. Then 
she discovers that she has a rare condition called 
synesthesia, which means that the visual cortex in her brain 
is activated when she hears something. From then on, she 
leads a kind of double life-she eagerly attends research 
gatherings with other synesthetes and devours information 
about the condition, but continues to struggle at school, 
where her inadvertent pairing of particular colors with 
numbers and words makes math and French almost 
impossible to figure out. Her gradual abandonment of her 
frustrating school life in favor of the compelling world of 
fellow synesthetes and the unique things only they can 
experience seems quite logical, although readers may feel 
like shaking some sense into her. Finally, and rather 
abruptly, her extreme guilt at her beloved cat Mango's 
illness brings her back down to earth and she begins to 
work on some of the relationships she let crumble. Mia's 
voice is believable and her description of the vivid world 
she experiences, filled with slashes, blurs, and streaks of 
color, is fascinating. Not all of the many characters are 
necessary to the story, and some of the plot elements go 
unresolved, but Mia's unique way of experiencing the 
world is intriguing.

224 pages   770 Lexile
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Purple HeartPurple HeartPurple HeartPurple Heart
When Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army 
hospital in Iraq, he's honored with a Purple Heart. 
But he doesn't feel like a hero.

There's a memory that haunts him: an image of a 
young Iraqi boy as a bullet hits his chest. Matt can't 
shake the feeling that he was somehow involved in 
his death. But because of a head injury he sustained 
just moments after the boy was shot, Matt can't 
quite put all the pieces together.

Eventually Matt is sent back into combat with his 
squad—Justin, Wolf, and Charlene—the soldiers 
who have become his family during his time in Iraq. 
He just wants to go back to being the soldier he 
once was. But he sees potential threats everywhere 
and lives in fear of not being able to pull the trigger 
when the time comes. In combat there is no black-
and-white, and Matt soon discovers that the notion 
of who is guilty is very complicated indeed.

208 pages  760 Lexile

FlippedFlippedFlippedFlipped

The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first 
time he saw her, he ran. That was the second 
grade, but not much has changed by the seventh. 
She says: “My Bryce. Still walking around with my 
first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of strategic 
avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth 
grade everything gets turned upside down. And just 
as he’s thinking there’s more to her than meets the 
eye, she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he 
seemed.

This is a classic romantic comedy of errors told in 
alternating chapters by two fresh, funny new 
voices. Wendelin Van Draanen is at her best here 
with a knockout cast of quirky characters and a 
hilarious series of misunderstandings and missed 
opportunities. But underlying the humor are two 
teens in transition. They are each learning to look 
beyond the surface of people, both figuring out 
who they are, who they want to be, and who they 
want to be with.

224 pages  720 Lexile
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TrashTrashTrashTrash
In an unnamed Third World country, in the not-so-
distant future, three “dumpsite boys” make a living 
picking through the mountains of garbage on the 
outskirts of a large city. 

One unlucky-lucky day, Raphael finds something very 
special and very mysterious. So mysterious that he 
decides to keep it, even when the city police offer a 
handsome reward for its return. That decision brings 
with it terrifying consequences, and soon the 
dumpsite boys must use all of their cunning and 
courage to stay ahead of their pursuers. It’s up to 
Raphael, Gardo, and Rat—boys who have no 
education, no parents, no homes, and no money—to 
solve the mystery and right a terrible wrong.

Andy Mulligan has written a powerful story about 
unthinkable poverty—and the kind of hope and 
determination that can transcend it. With twists and 
turns, unrelenting action, and deep, raw emotion, 
Trash is a heart-pounding, breath-holding novel.

211 pages   860 Lexile

Flying Solo
When the substitute for Mr. "Fab" Fabiano
never shows up and his sixth-grade students are 
on their own, they set out to prove that they 
can run the class by themselves. With a little 
ingenuity and some careful planning, they might 
just succeed. But when a fight breaks out 
between Bastian Fauvell and Rachel White over 
a classmate, Tommy Feathers, who died six 
months earlier, everything begins to fall apart. 
Can Rachel deal with the anxieties that plunged 
her into silence the day Tommy died? Inventive 
and uniquely constructed, "Flying Solo" follows 
Mr. Fab's students hour by hour as they tackle 
the challenges of an unusual school day.

148 pages                     Lexile 590
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Al Capone Does My Al Capone Does My Al Capone Does My Al Capone Does My 
ShirtsShirtsShirtsShirts
Today I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered 
with cement, topped with bird turd and 
surrounded by water. I'm not the only kid who 
lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, except she 
doesn't count. And there are twenty-three 
other kids who live on the island because their 
dads work as guards or cook's or doctors or 
electricians for the prison, like my dad does. 
Plus, there are a ton of murderers, rapists, hit 
men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, 
connivers, burglars, kidnappers and maybe even 
an innocent man or two, though I doubt it. The 
convicts we have are the kind other prisons 
don't want. I never knew prisons could be picky, 
but I guess they can. You get to Alcatraz by 
being the worst of the worst. Unless you're me. 
I came here because my mother said I had to.

240 pages  600 Lexile

The Kind of Friends We The Kind of Friends We The Kind of Friends We The Kind of Friends We 
Used To BEUsed To BEUsed To BEUsed To BE
Edgar Award–winning novelist Frances 
O’Roark Dowell explores the shifting terrain 
of middle-school friendship in this follow-up 
to the beloved The Secret Language of Girls. 
Kate and Marylin are smack dab in the 
middle of middle school—seventh grade—
and they know they can never be best 
friends like they used to be. Marylin is a 
middle school cheerleader obsessed with 
popularity and hairstyles, and Kate is the 
exact opposite with her combat boots and 
hankering to learn guitar and write her own 
songs. Still, Kate and Marylin yearn to find 
some middle ground for their friendship—
but it’s harder than they ever imagined.

256 pages  950 Lexile
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Colin FisherColin FisherColin FisherColin Fisher
Colin Fischer cannot stand to be touched. He 
does not like the color blue. He needs index 
cards to recognize facial expressions.

But when a gun is found in the school 
cafeteria, interrupting a female classmate's 
birthday celebration, Colin is the only for the 
investigation. It's up to him to prove that 
Wayne Connelly, the school bully and Colin's 
frequent tormenter, didn't bring the gun to 
school. After all, Wayne didn't have frosting 
on his hands, and there was white chocolate 
frosting found on the grip of the smoking 
gun...

Colin Fischer is a modern-day Sherlock 
Holmes, and his story--as told by the 
screenwriters of X-Men: First Class and Thor--
is perfect for readers who have graduated 
from Encyclopedia Brown and who are ready 
to consider the greatest mystery of all: what 
other people are thinking and feeling.

236 pages   870 Lexile

The Bully BookThe Bully BookThe Bully BookThe Bully Book
What is The Bully Book? Part mystery, part 
tragedy, part comedy. 

Eric Haskins, the new sixth-grade bully target, 
is searching for answers. And unlike many of 
us who experienced something awful 
growing up, he finds them. Though they may 
not be what he expected.

When the author was eleven, he was bullied. 
This book is loosely based on incidents that 
happened to him in sixth grade.

230 pages  620 Lexile
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The Princess DiariesThe Princess DiariesThe Princess DiariesThe Princess Diaries
What? A princess?? 

Me??? Yeah, right.

Mia Thermopolis is pretty sure there's 
nothing worse than being a five-foot-nine, 
flat-chested freshman, who also happens to 
be flunking Algebra.

Is she ever in for a surprise.

First Mom announces that she's dating Mia's 
Algebra teacher. Then Dad has to go and 
reveal that he is the crown prince of 
Genovia. And guess who still doesn't have a 
date for the Cultural Diversity Dance?

240 pages   920 Lexile

Where The Red Fern Where The Red Fern Where The Red Fern Where The Red Fern 
GrowsGrowsGrowsGrows
Billy, Old Dan and Little Ann -- a Boy and His 
Two Dogs...

A loving threesome, they ranged the dark 
hills and river bottoms of Cherokee country. 
Old Dan had the brawn, Little Ann had the 
brains -- and Billy had the will to train them 
to be the finest hunting team in the valley. 
Glory and victory were coming to them, but 
sadness waited too. And close by was the 
strange and wonderful power that's only 
found...

An exciting tale of love and adventure you'll 
never forget.

208 pages   700 Lexile
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POPPOPPOPPOP
When Marcus moves to a new town in the 
dead of summer, he doesn't know a soul. 
While practicing football for impending 
tryouts, he strikes up an unlikely friendship 
with an older man. Charlie is a charismatic 
prankster—and the best football player 
Marcus has ever seen. He can't believe his 
good luck when he finds out that Charlie is 
actually Charlie Popovich, or "the King of 
Pop," as he had been nicknamed during his 
career as an NFL linebacker. But that's not all. 
There is a secret about Charlie that his own 
family is desperate to hide.

When Marcus begins school, he meets the 
starting quarterback on the team: Troy 
Popovich. Right from the beginning, Marcus 
and Troy disagree—about football, about 
Troy's ex-girlfriend, Alyssa, but most of all, 
about what's good for Charlie. Marcus is 
betting that he knows what's best for the 
King of Pop. And he is willing to risk 
everything to help his friend.

272 pages  740 Lexile

I’d Tell You I love You, I’d Tell You I love You, I’d Tell You I love You, I’d Tell You I love You, 
But Then I’d Have to But Then I’d Have to But Then I’d Have to But Then I’d Have to 
Kill YouKill YouKill YouKill You
Cammie Morgan is a student at the Gallagher 
Academy for Exceptional Young Women, a 
fairly typical all-girls school-that is, if every 
school taught advanced martial arts in PE 
and the latest in chemical warfare in science, 
and students received extra credit for 
breaking CIA codes in computer class. The 
Gallagher Academy might claim to be a 
school for geniuses but it's really a school for 
spies.

288 pages  1000 Lexile
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Spy SchoolSpy SchoolSpy SchoolSpy School
Can an undercover nerd become a superstar 
agent? Ben Ripley sure hopes so—and his life 
may depend on it!

Ben Ripley may only be in middle school, but 
he’s already pegged his dream job: C.I.A. or 
bust. Unfortunately for him, his personality 
doesn’t exactly scream “secret agent.” In fact, 
Ben is so awkward, he can barely get to school 
and back without a mishap. Because of his 
innate nerdiness, Ben is not surprised when he 
is recruited for a magnet school with a focus on 
science—but he’s entirely shocked to discover 
that the school is actually a front for a junior 
C.I.A. academy. Could the C.I.A. really want him?

Actually, no. There’s been a case of mistaken 
identity—but that doesn’t stop Ben from trying 
to morph into a supercool undercover agent, 
the kind that always gets the girl. And through a 
series of hilarious misadventures, Ben realizes 
he might actually be a halfway decent spy…if he 
can survive all the attempts being made on his 
life!

306 pages  740 Lexile

Football HeroFootball HeroFootball HeroFootball Hero
Ty Lewis can't believe it when Coach V recruits him 
for the football team. This is Ty's big chance to 
prove how fast he is on the field, get a fresh start in 
a new school, and be like his older brother, Thane 
"Tiger" Lewis, who's about to graduate from 
college—and is being courted by the NFL. 

But Ty's guardian, Uncle Gus, won't let him play. 
Uncle Gus needs Ty to scrub floors and toilets for 
his cleaning business while he cooks up gambling 
schemes with the local mob boss, a man called 
"Lucy."

When Lucy hears just how famous Ty's older 
brother is, he becomes suddenly friendly. Are the 
questions Lucy is asking Ty really about fantasy 
football . . . or is the Mafia using Ty to get valuable 
insider info from his superstar brother? 
Desperately worried, Ty must come up with a plan 
to save Thane's football career—and, ultimately, 
his life. 

Author of the New York Times bestselling Football 
Genius, former NFL player Tim Green will have you 
on the edge of your seat rooting for Ty—and 
enjoying an up-close look at what it's like to be 
inside the NFL. 

304 pages   840 Lexile
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Middle School, The Middle School, The Middle School, The Middle School, The 
worst Years of my Lifeworst Years of my Lifeworst Years of my Lifeworst Years of my Life
It's Rafe Khatchadorian's first day at Hills 
Village Middle School, and it's shaping up to 
be the worst year ever. He has enough 
problems at home without throwing his first 
year of middle school into the mix, but luckily 
he's got an ace plan for the best year ever--if 
only he can pull it off. With his best friend 
Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, 
Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's 
oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in 
class--5,000 points! Running in the hallway--
10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm--50,000 
points!

But not everyone thinks Rafe's plan is a good 
idea, especially not the teachers, parents, 
and bullies who keep getting in his way. Will 
Rafe decide that winning is the only thing 
that matters? Are things about to go from 
magic to tragic?

284 pages  700 Lexile

The Fourth StallThe Fourth StallThe Fourth StallThe Fourth Stall
The humor of Diary of a Wimpy Kid meets a 
Godfather-like tale of crime and betrayal in 
this first book in Chris Rylander's The Fourth 
Stall Saga.

Do you need something? Mac can get it for 
you. He and his best friend and business 
manager, Vince. Their methods might 
sometimes run afoul of the law, or at least 
the school code of conduct, but if you have a 
problem, if no one else can help, and if you 
can pay him, Mac is on your side. His office is 
located in the East Wing boy's bathroom, 
fourth stall from the high window. And 
business is booming. Or at least it was, until 
this particular Monday. Because this Monday 
is when Mac and Vince find out that the 
trouble with solving everyone else's 
problems is there's no one left to solve 
yours.

315 pages  760 Lexile
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Ask My Mood Ring Ask My Mood Ring Ask My Mood Ring Ask My Mood Ring 
How I FeelHow I FeelHow I FeelHow I Feel

It's summer before eighth grade, and Erica "Chia" 
Montenegro is feeling so many things that she 
needs a mood ring to keep track of her 
emotions. She's happy when she hangs out with 
her best friends, the Robins. She's jealous that 
her genius little sister skipped two grades. And 
she's passionate about the crushes on her 
Boyfriend Wish list. And when Erica's mom is 
diagnosed with breast cancer, she feels worried 
and doesn't know what she can do to help.

When her family visits a cuarto de milagros, a 
miracle room in a famous church, Erica decides 
to make a promesa to God in exchange for her 
mom's health. As her mom gets sicker, Erica 
quickly learns that juggling family, friends, 
school, and fulfilling a promesa is stressful, but 
with a little bit of hope and a lot of love, she just 
might be able to figure it out.

336 pages  700 lexile

Independence Hall 
(IQ)

Thirteen-year-old Quest (Q) isn't sure he's ready for a new 
family. For a long time it's just been him and his mom, 
Blaze. But everything changes when Blaze falls in love with 
Roger and they start a new rock band called Match. Now 
they're married, have a hit record, and Match is going out 
on a year-long driving tour across the country. Q, along 
with new stepsister Angela, will take a year off from school 
and travel with the band. For now, home will be a luxury 
motor coach and homework will be a Web site diary of 
their travels. Perfect-Q can practice his magic tricks and 
Angela can read her spy novels. What can go wrong? As Q 
and Angela settle into their new life and new relationship 
as siblings, they start to notice that certain coincidences 
don't seem coincidental. For example, how does a band 
roadie named Boone find them in the middle of a desert 
where their coach just happens to break down? Why does 
a man from their parents' wedding keep showing up in the 
same cities they stop at? When they reach Philadelphia, Q 
and Angela realize this tour is definitely not the trip their 
parents had planned and that the "City of Brotherly Love" 
is full of mysteries and secrets that could threaten their 
new life together.

Lexile 660                  224 pages
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The LimitThe LimitThe LimitThe Limit

An eighth grade girl was taken today . . . With 
this first sentence, readers are immediately 
thrust into a fast-paced thriller that doesn't 
let up for a moment. In a world not too far 
removed from our own, kids are being taken 
away to special workhouses if their families 
exceed the monthly debt limit imposed by 
the government. Thirteen-year-old Matt 
briefly wonders if he might be next, but 
quickly dismisses the thought. After all, his 
parents are financially responsible, unlike the 
parents of those other kids. As long as his 
parents remain within their limit, the 
government will be satisfied and leave them 
alone. But all it takes is one fatal visit to the 
store to push Matt’s family over their limit—
and to change his reality forever.

304 pages  690 Lexile

13 Gifts13 Gifts13 Gifts13 Gifts

Wendy Mass turns to another magical 
birthday: 13! When Tara, a self-proclaimed 
shrinking violet, steals the school mascot, a 
goat, in order to make some friends with the 
popular crowd and gets caught, she gets herself 
in a heap of trouble. In addition, her parents 
decide that instead of taking her on their 
summer trip to Madagascar to study the 
courtship rituals of the Bamboo Lemur, she 
must go stay with her aunt, uncle, and bratty 
cousin Emily St. Claire in Willow Falls. 

Tara thinks it's a good time to start over; she'll 
be turning 13 after all, so she might as well 
make the best of it and perhaps even attempt to 
break out of her shell (in a non-criminal 
manner). What Tara doesn't know is that this 
charmed town has something big in store for 
her on her 13th birthday. It's not a typical 
birthday. But then again, nothing is Willow Falls 
is exactly typical!

352 pages  720 Lexile
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TwerpTwerpTwerpTwerp
Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big 
mistake. So when he returns to school after a 
weeklong suspension, his English teacher offers 
him a deal: if he keeps a journal and writes 
about the terrible incident that got him and his 
friends suspended, he can get out of writing a 
report on Shakespeare. Julian jumps at the 
chance. And so begins his account of life in sixth 
grade--blowing up homemade fireworks, writing 
a love letter for his best friend (with disastrous 
results), and worrying whether he's still the 
fastest kid in school. Lurking in the background, 
though, is the one story he can't bring himself to 
tell, the one story his teacher most wants to 
hear.

Inspired by Mark Goldblatt's own childhood 
growing up in 1960s Queens, Twerp shines with 
humor and heart. This remarkably powerful 
story will have readers laughing and crying right 
along with these flawed but unforgettable 
characters.

278 pages  730 Lexile

Space Station 7th GradeSpace Station 7th GradeSpace Station 7th GradeSpace Station 7th Grade
"Space Station Seventh Grade" tells the story of one 
boy named Jason Herkimer in his seventh grade 
year. Truthfully, Jason could be any boy or girl of 
that age. This is an honest look at what seventh 
graders experience and go through Among other 
adventures, Jason fights pimples, finds himself lost 
in the local ghetto at Christmastime, and 
accidentally injures his hopeless crush during a wild 
snowball fight- an incident that will certainly make 
everyone cringe and chuckle at the same time. 
There is good moral value as well- throughout the 
course of his year, Jason grows mentally and 
emotionally and finds himself re-evaluating the way 
he looks at the world, especially after a tragedy 
occurs. For a truthful look at the world of seventh 
grade boys, and girls as well- come on, what kind of 
story about middle school guys doesn't have chicks 
as well?- look no further than this book. 

232 Pages   600 Lexile
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NERDS 2: M is for NERDS 2: M is for NERDS 2: M is for NERDS 2: M is for 
Mama’s BoyMama’s BoyMama’s BoyMama’s Boy
A group of unpopular fifth graders run a spy 
network from inside their school. With the 
help of cutting-edge science, they transform 
their nerdy qualities into incredible abilities! 
In the series’ second installment, Duncan 
Dewey (code name: Gluestick) leads the 
team against a supervillain who used to be a 
member of NERDS. But has the team become 
too dependent on their supergadgets? It will 
take old-fashioned brainpower and bravery 
to save the world again. Publishers Weekly
raved, “Buckley has a flair for exaggerated 
humor.”

288 pages 780 Lexile

Milo: Sticky Notes and Milo: Sticky Notes and Milo: Sticky Notes and Milo: Sticky Notes and 
Brain FreezeBrain FreezeBrain FreezeBrain Freeze
Loveable thirteen-year-old geek Milo 
Cruikshank finds reasons for frustration at 
every turn, from the annoying habits of his 
neighbors to his futile efforts to get 
Summer Goodman to realize his existence. 
The truth is, ever since Milo’s mother died, 
nothing has gone right. Now instead of the 
kitchen being full of music, his whole house 
has been filled with Fog. Nothing’s the 
same. Not his Dad. Not his sister. And 
definitely not him. Milo achieves a rare and 
easy balance of poignancy and awkward, 
natural humor, making it deeply 
accessible—this is the kind of book that 
can change lives.

288 pages  1180 Lexile
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Charlie Joe Jackson’s Charlie Joe Jackson’s Charlie Joe Jackson’s Charlie Joe Jackson’s 
Guide to Not ReadingGuide to Not ReadingGuide to Not ReadingGuide to Not Reading
Charlie Joe Jackson may be the most 
reluctant reader ever born. And so far, he's 
managed to get through life without ever 
reading an entire book from cover to cover. 
But now that he's in middle school, avoiding 
reading isn't as easy as it used to be. And 
when his friend Timmy McGibney decides 
that he's tired of covering for him, Charlie 
Joe finds himself resorting to desperate 
measures to keep his perfect record intact. 

224 pages  830 Lexile

Sweet FartsSweet FartsSweet FartsSweet Farts
Someone has been farting up a storm at 
school and everyone thinks Keith Emerson is 
to blame. Unfortunately for Keith, it has 
earned him the nickname "S.B.D." (silent but 
deadly). To make matters worse, Keith's dad 
is a self proclaimed "Fart Machine" who 
really stinks it up at home. With the science 
fair quickly approaching, Keith decides he has 
had enough. He comes up with a science fair 
project idea to turn the foul smell of human 
gas into something sweet smelling. The idea 
lands him in the principal's office, and in big 
trouble with his mom. With the help of his 
little sister Emma, his dad, his crazy grandma, 
and Benjamin Franklin (great American 
scientist), Keith will attempt to make the 
greatest scientific discovery of all time, the 
cure for the common fart.

138 pages



12/12/2014

34

Alvin Ho; Allergic to 
Girls and Other Scary 
Things
Here's the first book in the beloved and 
hilarious Alvin Ho chapter book series, which 
has been compared to Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
and is perfect for both beginning and 
reluctant readers. 

Alvin, an Asian American second grader, is 
afraid of everything—elevators, tunnels, girls, 
and, most of all, school. He’s so afraid of 
school that, while he’ s there, he never, ever, 
says a word. But at home he’s a very loud 
superhero named Firecracker Man, a brother 
to Calvin and Anibelly, and a gentleman-in-
training, so he can be just like his dad.

From Lenore Look and New York Times
bestselling illustrator LeUyen Pham comes a 
drop-dead-funny and touching series with a 
truly unforgettable character.

172 pages  600 lexile

Sweet FartsSweet FartsSweet FartsSweet Farts
Someone has been farting up a storm at 
school and everyone thinks Keith Emerson is 
to blame. Unfortunately for Keith, it has 
earned him the nickname "S.B.D." (silent but 
deadly). To make matters worse, Keith's dad 
is a self proclaimed "Fart Machine" who 
really stinks it up at home. With the science 
fair quickly approaching, Keith decides he has 
had enough. He comes up with a science fair 
project idea to turn the foul smell of human 
gas into something sweet smelling. The idea 
lands him in the principal's office, and in big 
trouble with his mom. With the help of his 
little sister Emma, his dad, his crazy grandma, 
and Benjamin Franklin (great American 
scientist), Keith will attempt to make the 
greatest scientific discovery of all time, the 
cure for the common fart.

138 pages
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The Strange Case of The Strange Case of The Strange Case of The Strange Case of 
Origami YodaOrigami YodaOrigami YodaOrigami Yoda
In this funny, uncannily wise portrait of the 
dynamics of a sixth-grade class and of the 
greatness that sometimes comes in unlikely 
packages, Dwight, a loser, talks to his 
classmates via an origami finger puppet of 
Yoda. If that weren’t strange enough, the 
puppet is uncannily wise and prescient. 
Origami Yoda predicts the date of a pop quiz, 
guesses who stole the classroom 
Shakespeare bust, and saves a classmate 
from popularity-crushing embarrassment 
with some well-timed advice. Dwight’s 
classmate Tommy wonders how Yoda can be 
so smart when Dwight himself is so clueless. 
With contributions from his puzzled 
classmates, he assembles the case file that 
forms this novel.

160 pages  760 lexile

How to Steal a DogHow to Steal a DogHow to Steal a DogHow to Steal a Dog
Half of me was thinking, Georgina, don’t do this. 
Stealing a dog is just plain wrong. The other half 
of me was thinking, Georgina, you’re in a bad fix 
and you got to do whatever it takes to get 
yourself out of it.

Georgina Hayes is desperate. Ever since her 
father left and they were evicted from their 
apartment, her family has been living in their 
car. With her mama juggling two jobs and trying 
to make enough money to find a place to live, 
Georgina is stuck looking after her younger 
brother, Toby. And she has her heart set on 
improving their situation. When Georgina spots 
a missing-dog poster with a reward of five 
hundred dollars, the solution to all her problems 
suddenly seems within reach. All she has to do 
is “borrow” the right dog and its owners are 
sure to offer a reward. What happens next is the 
last thing she expected.

192 pages  700 Lexile
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Sweet Farts 2:Sweet Farts 2:Sweet Farts 2:Sweet Farts 2:
RippinRippinRippinRippin it Old Schoolit Old Schoolit Old Schoolit Old School

Keith Emerson discovered the cure for the 
common fart when he invented Sweet Farts. At 
age ten, Keith is a self-made millionaire who 
runs a science lab and is in charge of his own 
company—so what could possibly be bothering 
him? Well, his four-year-old sister’s newfound 
love of farting is causing all kinds of problems. 
His friends spend most of their time and energy 
trying to embarrass him for fun. And if that isn’t 
enough to drive a kid crazy, the big science fair is 
weeks away and Keith has no idea what to do for 
his next experiment. This time around, Keith will 
attempt to discover something new and amazing 
in time for the big science fair, deal with his 
friends’ constant teasing, and help his sister, 
Emma, learn the complex etiquette of farting. 
Sure he made one of the greatest scientific 
discoveries of all time, but the question facing 
him now is "What’s next?"

192 pages

ElevenElevenElevenEleven
Sam must solve the mystery of who he really is.

Sam is almost 11 when he discovers a locked box 
in the attic above his grandfather Mack’s room, 
and a piece of paper that says he was kidnapped. 
There are lots of other words, but Sam has always 
had trouble reading. He’s desperate to find out 
who he is, and if his beloved Mack is really his 
grandfather. At night he’s haunted by dreams of a 
big castle and a terrifying escape on a boat. Who 
can he trust to help him read the documents that 
could unravel the mystery? Then he and the new 
girl, Caroline, are paired up to work on a school 
project, building a castle in Mack’s woodworking 
shop. Caroline loves to read, and she can help. But 
she’s moving soon, and the two must hurry to 
discover the truth about Sam.

176 pages   600 Lexile



12/12/2014

37

Radio Fifth Grade
Benjy Driver dreams of becoming a big-time radio 
announcer. He gets an opportunity to develop his 
skills on a radio show produced by kids and aired 
every Saturday afternoon from the local station. 
The many elements of the novel's complicated and 
episodic plot involve a teacher who wins the state 
lottery, a talking parrot who says all the wrong 
things, a hair dryer that jams radios and traffic 
lights, and a school bully who writes stories about 
two kittens named Fuzzy and Puffy. Although the 
plot is thin and the characters one-dimensional, this 
story works well on the level of sheer farce. Korman
is good at creating chaotic, if not always believable, 
situations. And although not all of the jokes work 
and the perspective is somewhat adult, this book 
has a fast pace and an amusing, goofy tone that 
many kids will enjoy

Lexile 690                   Pages 192

The Bully BookThe Bully BookThe Bully BookThe Bully Book
What is The Bully Book? Part mystery, part 
tragedy, part comedy. 

Eric Haskins, the new sixth-grade bully target, 
is searching for answers. And unlike many of 
us who experienced something awful 
growing up, he finds them. Though they may 
not be what he expected.

When the author was eleven, he was bullied. 
This book is loosely based on incidents that 
happened to him in sixth grade.

230 pages  620 Lexile
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TwelveTwelveTwelveTwelve
Eleven was big. Winnie got a new best friend, 
and a new worst friend. But twelve is going 
to be huge. Last year everyone else changed, 
but now it’s Winnie’s turn to “develop.” Ack! 
Twelve is going to be a big year for Winnie, 
she just knows it. After all, she’s one step 
closer to being a teenager, but there’s just so 
much to deal with: pierced ears, sleepaway
camp, junior high. . . .Can Winnie handle the 
pressure? And most important, can she 
handle bra shopping with Mom—in public?

208 pages   640 Lexile

Liar and SpyLiar and SpyLiar and SpyLiar and Spy
The instant New York Times bestseller from 
the author of the Newbery Medal book 
When You Reach Me: a story about spies, 
games, and friendship. Seventh grader 
Georges moves into a Brooklyn apartment 
building and meets Safer, a twelve-year-old 
self-appointed spy. Georges becomes Safer's
first spy recruit. His assignment? Tracking the 
mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment 
upstairs. But as Safer becomes more 
demanding, Georges starts to wonder: what 
is a lie, and what is a game? How far is too 
far to go for your only friend? Like the 
dazzling When You Reach Me, Liar & Spy will 
keep readers guessing until the end.

192 pages   670 Lexile
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The Loser ListThe Loser ListThe Loser ListThe Loser List
Diary of a Wimpy Kid watch out -- Danny 
Shine and the other kids of Thorn 
Underwood Middle School aren't bestsellers 
yet, but they're on their way!

When Danny gets caught trying to cross his 
name off the "Geek" list in the girls' 
bathroom, he's sent to detention. Bullies 
torment him mercilessly -- until they discover 
that Danny can draw. He enjoys his new "bad 
boy" status, supplying tattoos and graffiti, 
until he's unknowingly drawn into a theft. 
Turns out the bullies took a comic book from 
Danny's favorite store. Can he steal it back 
before they get caught -- and break off with 
the bullies before he gets in too deep?

224 pages  480 Lexile

My Life as a BookMy Life as a BookMy Life as a BookMy Life as a Book
Summer’s finally here, and Derek Fallon is 
looking forward to pelting the UPS truck with 
water balloons, climbing onto the garage 
roof, and conducting silly investigations. But 
when his parents decide to send him to 
Learning Camp, Derek’s dreams of fun come 
to an end. Ever since he’s been labeled a 
“reluctant reader,” his mom has pushed him 
to read “real” books—something other than 
his beloved Calvin & Hobbes. 

As Derek forges unexpected friendships and 
uncovers a family secret involving himself (in 
diapers! no less), he realizes that adventures 
and surprises are around the corner, 
complete with curve balls. 

240 pages  880 Lexile


