
6th Grade Reading Syllabus 
Mr. Bancroft 
House C 
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Welcome 
My name is Mr. Bryan Bancro� and I will be your 6th grade Reading teacher.  I love reading and I am confident 

I can convince you to do the same.  You will work hard in this class, but I hope to make it fun along the way, 

too.   

 

Our Big Goal 
Our Big Goal in Reading this year has 3 parts:    

 

1)  100% passing Reading STARR; 80% Advanced Score 

 

2)  Read 10,000 minutes 

 

3)  Finish 25 novels 

 

      To achieve our big goal we will: 

 

      1)  Learn, prac3ce, and apply Ac3ve Reading Strategies 

 

      2)  Find and read books you love 

 

      3)  Read as much as you can 

General Expectations 
1) Par�cipate in your educa�on. 

 I expect my students to take an ac3ve role in the classroom.  

2)  Do your best at all �mes. 

 That means pu5ng full effort into all assignments, working outside of class, and bringing  

 appropriate materials everyday.   

3)  Be posi�ve.   

 It also means having a good a5tude and being respec7ul and mature at all 3mes.   

 

Stay Connected 
Wordpress Blog        poms6c.wordpress.com 

Class assignments, announcements, and important updates will be posted via the website.   

 
Email 
Email any3me: bbancrof@houstonisd.org .  I will respond within 24-48 hours.  Students can email too! 

 

Class Supply List 
Bring to class every day:  

 - 3-subject notebook  - wri3ng utensil + red pen - independent reading book 

 

Have available in your pencil pouch or locker: 

 - colored pencils  - scissors   -markers 



Attendance & Make-up Work 
I hope to see you in class everyday!  Of course we all get sick or have an important event that we have to miss 

school for.   That’s OK as long as you make up the work you missed.  You should see me as soon as you return 

to school.  Team 3me is the perfect opportunity to visit me or any other teacher whose class you missed for 

make up work.  Keep in mind:  I have 130+ students and I am not responsible for remembering you were ab-

sent and giving you make up work.   

 

Tardiness:  Being tardy to class is a bad habit.  Being tardy two 3mes will result in a deten3on.  Chronic tardi-

ness will result in an office referral. 

 
Homework / Independent Reading 
The main work done outside of class will be reading independently and comple3ng assignments related to in-

dependent reading.  Occasionally, other assignments will be sent home.   
 

Independent Reading Requirements 2014-2015      

 

Independent Reading Grading (for in-class reading) 
Book Check 
 100 – You have a book you are currently reading with you in class AND your reading log. 
            Your place is marked with a bookmark or post-it (no folded pages!) 
 80 – You forgot the book you are currently reading (or reading log) in your locker. 
         Your place is not marked with a bookmark or post-it. 
 65– You forgot your book at home OR you do not have a book. 

 
Independent Reading Rules 
*Start right away and read the whole time.     *Have your reading log/bookmark handy to record  

* No talking except to Mr. B.         your minutes. 

* You can browse for a new book if you need to.  * Get comfortable, but be productive! 

Assignment Assessment (Grading) Descrip3on 

Monthly Reading Log Collected once per month.  

Check the newsleFer/blog 

for due dates.  

parent signature required 

(Daily Grade) 

1000+  minutes = 100% 

 

900-999 minutes = 95% 

 

800-899 minutes = 85% 

 

700-799 minutes = 75% 

 

If a student reads less than 700 minutes, we will 

have a conference to set new reading goals. 

Reading Response Form Due every 2-3 weeks 

(Major Grade) 

 

Read and finish a book of your choice. 

Book Projects 1-2 in each semester 

(Major Grade) 

Choose from a variety of projects to demon-

strate what you learned from reading. 



Independent Reading Procedures  
 

Book Selec�on 

There is one rule to picking books this year: you must pick books you want to read!  It’s simple: if you 

don’t want to read a book, then don’t.  If you want to abandon a book, that’s fine too.  My role of thumb 

when picking books follows the acronym MATCH.   

 

 My interest in the book makes me want to read it. 

 Authors and awards I like 

 Too long/short?  Too small print? 

 Connec3ng to the book is easy. 

 Hard words make it difficult to understand. 

 

Reading Logs 

We will use reading logs to collect data about our reading habits.  Together we will look at your log for 

informa3on that will help us improve as readers.  Reading logs can tell us what kind of books you like, 

when and where you do the most reading, and how o�en you finish books.   

 

I know that recording your reading on a log can seem like a pain especially if you read a lot, but the effort 

is worth it.  Think about it this way, the world’s top athletes keep track of every minute of their prac3ce.  

Even though they’re the best, they know that in order to stay that way prac3ce is key.  It’s really easy to 

feel like you’re reading as much as you did last month, but without the reading log, we won’t know for 

sure.     

 

Lexile Level 

Let me start off by saying that the Lexile system is not perfect.  In fact, it can be quite random.  For exam-

ple, Diary of a Wimpy Kid has 217 pages and has a Lexile level of 950.  Harry PoFer and the Order of the 

Phoenix has 870 pages and also has a Lexile level of 950.  Cleary reading the Harry PoFer book will be 

more challenging because it is so much longer.  The point is that the Lexile level doesn’t give you the 

whole story on how challenging a book is.   

 

Having said that, I do want you to be aware of the Lexile level of the books you read.  Together we will 

look at paFerns in your choices.  Occasionally, I may suggest you read something more challenging or en-

courage you to take a break and read something lighter. 

 

Reading Response 

The 3me you spend reading is directly related to your growth as a reader.  I want you to spend 3me read-

ing books you love.  And I want you to ditch books that you really don’t like, but you s3ll have to finish 

books.  And when you finish a book, you will complete a Reading Response which will show me how well 

you understood what you read.   Here are a few things to remember about reading responses:  

1) At least TWO (some3mes three) Reading Responses are due every cycle 

2) Comple3ng extra Reading Responses will earn you extra credit. 

3) Responses can only be done on books over 175 pages read this school year 

 

The S�cker Chart and Reading Rewards 

For every 1000 minutes you read, you will get a s3cker on the class chart.  We will have two drawings 

during the year and each student will receive one raffle 3cket for each s3cker they have.  More s3ckers = 

more 3ckets = more chances to win!   



Grading/Extra Credit 
Here is an approximate breakdown of how your grade will be determined: 

  Daily Grades 60%   Major Grades 40% 

  Homework    Tests 

  Class work    Projects 

  Reading Logs    Reading Response Form 

  Quizzes    Reading Conferences     
 
It is a good habit to keep all graded work un3l the end of each cycle in case I  make a mistake in grad-

ing your work or forget to input your grade into the computer.  Mistakes happen, don’t be afraid to ask 

me if I made one! 

   

Extra Credit 

A few assignments may have an extra credit component which I will always point out.  Don’t count on 

being able to do a lot of extra credit though, I really don’t offer a lot.  The best way to earn extra credit 

is by reading more books and comple3ng addi3onal Reading Responses.  Each addi3onal reading re-

sponse will add up to +5 points to your lowest Major Grade.   

 
 

Your Reading Textbook & Online Textbook Access 
Students will not be issued a Literature book, but you can access the Literature book online using the 

access code below.   hFp://my.hrw.com  

Username bancro55        Password   m2p5n 

 

Class Behavior and Consequences 
Behaving appropriately in class is an important of your success in school as well as the success of those 

around you.    Here is a list of classroom rules and consequences. 

 

Rules       Consequences 

1. Be prepared     Non-verbal warning  

2. Be produc3ve     Verbal warning 

3. Respect yourself, others, and our school  Seat change  

4.    No Gum!      Call home / Deten3on 

       Office Referral      
 

Scholastic Book Ordering 
Tradi3onal Scholas3c book order forms will be available in my classroom; however, I highly encourage 

you try online ordering!  It’s easy to sign up, and our classroom gets a FREE book every 3me you order 

online!  It’s easy, just go to scholas3c.com/bookclubs and use the class ac3va3on code: MMD4L  



Parent Reference Sheet 
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Contact Info  
 
 bbancrof@houstonisd.org    
 

Important Websites 
  
 poms6c.wordpress.com 
 
 www.lexile.com 
 
 http://my.hrw.com (Online Textbook Access)  Username bancroft5        Password   m2p5n 
 
 www.houstonisd.org (Parent Student Connect/Gradespeed) 
 
Other Relevant Websites 
 
Find what to read next: 

www.yournextread.com 

 

http://atn-reading-lists.wikispaces.com/ 

 

www.amazon.com 

 

www.goodreads.com 

 

Games: 

www.cleverisland.com 

 

www.what2learn.com 

 

www.braineos.com 

 

www.gameclassroom.com 

 

www.gameaquarium.com 

 

www.funbrain.com 

Technology resources: 

www.prezi.com – presentation tool 

 

www.animoto.com – animation tool 

 

www.wordle.net – word collages 

 

www.anmish.com – animation tool 

 

http://microsoft-photo-story.en.softonic.com/ - photo movie 

maker (download required) 

 

http://www.citrify.com/ - photo editing 

 

www.magnoto.com – poster maker 

 

http://www.wittycomics.com/make-comic.php - comic strip 

creator 

 

http://www.stripcreator.com/make.php - comic strip creator 



Name ____________________________________  Period______     QUIZ YOUR PARENTS! 
 
Directions 
Ask your parents the following questions and write down their answers.  You will find all of the answers in the syl-
labus. 
 
1.  Which of the following is NOT a reading goal for this year? 
 A. Read 10,000 minutes 
 B. Finish 25 novels 
 C. Make an Advanced score on the Reading STAAR 
 D. logon to Istation every week. 
 
2. What does the “M” in MATCH stand for? 
 A. Many books 
 B. My interest in the book makes me want to read it 
 C. My friend recommended it 
 D. Most of it seems interesting 
 
3.  Which is the 6C web address? 
 A.  www.pinoak.us/6C 
 B.  pinoak6c.wordpress.com 
 C.  poms6c.wordpress.com 
 D.  www.poms6c.com 
 
4.  You forgot to bring your book to class, but you have it your locker.  What would your grade be on a book check? 
 A. 90 
 B. 85 
 C. 80 
 D. 75 
 
5.  How often will reading logs be collected? ________________________ 
 
6.  Which of the following will NOT count as a major grade? 
 A.  a project 
 B.  a reading response 
 C. a quiz 
 D. a reading conference 
 
7.  True or False Chewing gum is acceptable in class. 
 
8.  What is NOT true about extra credit? 
 A. extra reading responses count as extra credit 
 B. extra credit will be available on every assignment 
 C. extra credit assignments will be offered every other week 
 D. extra credit questions will appear on every test 
 
9. True or False You should only pick books that are above your Lexile level. 
  
10. True or False Mr. Bancroft is responsible for remembering to distribute make-work when students are  
   absent. 
 

Parent Signature ___________________________________ 


